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What is Science Olympiad?

Science Olympiad is a national competition designed to increase students’ interest in science and to provide recognition for outstanding achievement across several science disciplines.  If you love science, this program is for you!
BMMS Science Olympiad volunteers aim to prepare all interested students for the school, regional, and state competitions throughout the 2010-2011 school year.  There are 23 events with competition guidelines provided by the National Science Olympiad (http://soinc.org).  
Students prepare for competition by practicing with volunteer coaches and peers between 4-8 hours a week beginning September 19.  The BMMS SO Competition Day is Saturday, December 4, 2010.  This is a full day family event culminating in an awards ceremony for high achievement in each of the 23 events.

All students continue to prepare for competitions until the regional teams are announced by Jan. 20, 2011.  Regional team selection is based on several factors. Priority is given to those with a mastery of knowledge in multiple events (based on results from the school competition and coach recommendations), and higher grade levels (8th, 7th then 6th grade).  Team selection is the responsibility of the Head Coach.  Once announced, the decision is final. 
A regional team is comprised of 15 students.  These 15 students are responsible for competing in all 23 events as partners.  Middle schools are allowed to send only 6 teams to the regional competition held at RBHS on February 5, 2011.  We will enter as many teams as possible to give everyone we can the opportunity to participate (maximum 90 students).

If BMMS performs well enough to earn an invitation to the state competition (typically scheduled mid-April at Cal State Long Beach area) we are only allowed to send one team of 15 students.  Again, team members will be selected based on mastery of the largest number of events (all previous competition results including the regional competition results), and events studied. The team will be announced by March 1, 2011.  Again, the decision of the Head Coach is final.  State competitors study with peers independently throughout the spring.
BMMS Competition

The school competition will be held at Black Mountain Middle School on December 4, 2010.  All registered Science Olympiad students are invited to compete in the events they have been practicing.  All students compete as individuals unless rules require a partner. Coaches will evaluate student performance and an awards ceremony will be held recognizing the top achievers in each individual event. Parents will be required to volunteer for this event, ensuring that this is a fun and fair day for all of our students.  

Regional Competition
The Regional Competition will be held February 5, 2011.  We will enter as many teams as possible to give the maximum number of students the opportunity to compete.  We are, however, limited to 90 students competing at the Regional Competition.  Some students will not be selected to compete.  It is suggested that students study more than two events to increase the probability they will compete at the Regional Competition.  There is a chance that, although a student studies a specific event, they will not be selected to compete in that event. Paperwork*, attendance, behavior (students expected to follow all school rules during any SO meeting), recommendation of the event coaches, results of the BMMS SO Competition Day, and grade level will be used to select the Regional teams. The decision of the Head Coach is final regarding all aspects of running Science Olympiad at BMMS; including, but not limited to, Regional team placement, and State team selection.
* Paperwork is to be turned in to  the BMMS front office. ALL documentation and payments turned in will be time and date stamped.  To be considered complete, documents must be filled out entirely – including both parent and student information, and the $40.00 contribution. There may be additional costs associated with individual building and lab events.
There is no guarantee that a child will compete in the Regional competition even after paying the fee, turning in the paperwork, and attending practices. If the fee presents a difficulty for your family, please talk with Mr. Currigan, as there are limited scholarships available.
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 _______ I have read, understand, and agree with the above description of the Regional Team selection 
 
   process.  
________ I understand my child cannot choose his/her partner for events.
_______ I understand Science Olympiad is a student competition, therefore I will not build my child’s device.      
               I may help only if a dangerous tool is needed for the device to be completed.
Parents are responsible for any damage caused, accidentally or purposefully, during competition by their child.  If some damages are incurred, San Diego County Science Olympiad will send a bill, which the student’s family will be required to pay
State Competition
If our school is selected to compete at the State level, we may only send one team of 15 students and 2 alternates. The State team will be selected using the following criteria: 

*Ability to cover multiple events based on the event schedule of the State competition 

*Events studied

*Attendance record

*Event coaches’ recommendations


Priority will not necessarily be given to students who have previously competed at the State level or who placed high at the Regional competition. Students who are selected will need to continue to study either on their own or by attending practices. The decision of the Head Coach is final regarding all aspects of running Science Olympiad at BMMS; including, but not limited to, Regional team placement, and State team selection. 

_______ I have read, understand, and agree with the above description of the State team selection process.
  


Parent Permission
Please read the description of the competition and the team selection process on pages 1 through 4 of this form. The Science Olympiad competition is a fun and challenging event. Your support and encouragement are a vital part. Please help our team members to be punctual, consistent in their attendance, and positive in attitude. 

Permission to print Photos, Student Work, and Identification 
I permit the school district and/or news media to print group photographs, student work, and identification of the above-named student on the school district’s web pages, newspaper articles, and television programs.  Identification of students on Web pages will be limited to first name only at elementary, first name and last initial at middle school, or full name at high school level.  All student-posted work on the web will adhere to copyright laws.

Parent Signature or Student Signature if Age 18 or Older
Date

Student Signature
Date

Parent Involvement
Parent support is extremely important to the success of Black Mountain’s Science Olympiad Team, and parents are expected to agree to the following:
· I will volunteer to help the Science Olympiad Team.
· I give my permission to release our telephone number and e-mail address only for team use. 

· I will provide transportation for team practices, meetings, and events.


Student Sign-Up

The cost per student is $40, due September 15, 2010.  The fee goes towards entry fees, event supplies, T-shirts, and snacks for the competition days.  Please make checks payable to BMMS Science Olympiad. There may be additional costs associated with certain lab and/or building events.
Student’s Name: 


T-Shirt Adult size: ( Small ( Med ( Large ( XL
Mother’s Name:


Father’s Name: 



Address:


Parent’s email:


Secondary email:



Phone #: 


 # where parent can be reached @ competition: 



Grade:   __________     Basic Education Teacher: ___________________________________________. 
Selecting Events:  Students select events on-line only starting August 18, 2010 after practice schedules are posted on the calendar.   http://bmmsso.org  Students must study between 2 and 4 events, but only one can be a building event.  
Student: I have read and understand the above description of the competition and the team selection process.  I will attend scheduled meetings and support the entire team.
Student Signature
Date
Parent: I give my child 



                  permission to participate in the Science Olympiad competition. I also give my permission to release our telephone number and email address for the team use. I will provide transportation for team practices, meetings, and events.

I give my child  
 permission to participate in the Science Olympiad competition, and agree to follow the rules of Science Olympiad set forth by the National Committee and carried out by the Head Coach and Event Coaches at BMMS.

I understand the rules set forth in this document and agree to abide by these rules.  I understand if I do not abide by these rules my child may be removed from the team.
____________________________________

_____________________________
Parent signature




Date

Indemnification


By signing this form, the student and parent agree to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the Poway Unified School District, its coaches, agents and employees from and against any and all liability, loss, expense (including reasonable attorney’s fee), or claims for illness or injury or damages which may be made by any person, including but not limited to the named student, which may arise from participation in this activity, whether or not involving negligent or intentional acts or omissions of any person.


		Parent Initial





Parent Initial





Parent Initial





Parent Initial





Parent Initial
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